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The front of the LEED® Platinum Dr. David Suzuki School and a close-up of the Solarwall® system

Background

Planning for the Dr. David Suzuki Public School project
originally began in 2005, and was initially going to be a
standard new-build aimed at consolidating two existing
schools. Retired Superintendent of Program Rod
Peturson suggested an environmental educational theme
called “Earth Keepers” for this new school development,
which ended up being adopted.

The Greater Essex County District School Board
approached the Ministry of Energy about the possibility of
developing this new school as a demonstration site for
innovative energy efficient technologies. The school
received the support of the Provincial Government for a
demonstration site for proven and innovative energy and
environmental technologies. The school board suspended
its usual process for naming new schools and approached
Dr. David Suzuki if he would permit the use of his name
on this exciting new school project. Dr. Suzuki agreed to
have a public building bear his name (for the first time).

With ambitious environmental focus, it was decided a
LEED® Platinum rating would be the overall goal for the
project. A myriad of leading edge proven environmental
technologies were chosen by the architects at McLean +
Associates to be a part of this project, including a
SolarWall® air heating system to address ventilation heat-

ing.
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Solution

The Dr. David Suzuki Public School features geothermal
heating and cooling systems, solar PV panels, a windmill,
grey water recovery & reuse systems, GPS tracking sky-
lights, solar light tubes, and a highly reflective roof in addi-
tion to the Solarwall® system.

The 172ft* (16m?) SolarWall system is located on the cor-
ner of the South-facing exterior wall of the second level
science classroom. The solar system was blended in
seamlessly with the innovative front facade of the facility.
A duct connection from one of the air handling units
(AHU) draws outside air in through the SolarWall system
to be preconditioned (pre-heated using the sun) prior to
entering the AHU during the heating season.

Results

When the Dr. David Suzuki Public School opened in Sep-
tember 2010, it was the first and only educational facility
in Canada built to a LEED® Platinum standard.

Source and for more information please visit: www.SuzukiPublicSchool.ca

The SolarWall® system blends
seamlessly into the southern facade.
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SolarWall® systems are patent protected. SolarWall® is a registered trademark of Conserval Engineering, Inc.



